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Introduction



INTRODUCTION
    Route Quest is a list of preferred routes within the 48 contiguous states.
The routes are for preflight planning purposes only and not guaranteed to
be assigned routing by ATC.
    The purpose is to get a route into the system reducing the preflight
planning time and filing a route preferred by ATC.  Although the routes
are a compiled list of preferred routes from ARTCCs across the US, any
combination of weather, flow control or TFRs may result in deviations
from preferred routing.  In addition, some routes listed in section three
are not designated preferred routes by the FAA but popular routes and
airports that were added by Route Quest.
    All routes are designed for high altitude operations and may not apply
to low altitude non turbine aircraft.  Although many routes preferred by
ARTCC have jet and non jet routing, the listed preferred routes are
primarily for jet aircraft.
    The preferred routes list consists of popular airports across the country;
routes that are not listed may be created using the Arrival and Departure
Fixes in Section 4, and En-Route Fixes in Section 5.

DETERMINING YOUR ROUTE
    All listed airports are in alphabetical order.  To get a preferred route,
first find the departure airport found in the From column and then move
down the list in the To column until locating the destination airport.
The routing will be listed in the Route column which will include fixes,
airways, Departure Procedures and ARRIVALs.

Example:
    From       To              Route
ABE ALB ETX LHY
ABE AVP ABE V93 LVZ
ABE BDL FJC V162 HUO
ABE BWI ETX V162 DUMMR V93 LRP



READING ROUTES
   The routes may use a combination of fixes, airways, Departure
Procedures and ARRIVALs.  Any fix with three letters is a VOR
(example: DFW) and any fixes with five letters are intersections
(example: DUMPY).  An airway beginning with J is a high altitude
airway used above flight level 180 and airways beginning with V are
low altitude airways used below flight level 180.  The following is an
example of a listed route from Albany, NY (KALB) to Rochester, NY
(KROC):

Example: ALB V2 ROC
(Albany VOR Vector Airway 2 to Rochester VOR)

Some routes prefer you to file to a DME fix located on a radial from a
desired fix. A forward slash separates the radial and DME from the fix.

Example:  PSB/292DR/60NM
(Phillipsburg VOR / 292 degree radial / 60 NM DME

DEPARTURE PROCEDURES and ARRIVALS
   Departure Procedures (DP) and ARRIVALs are listed and separated
from the rest of the route with a space (example: TEXOMA DP_
or _DUMPY ARRIVAL).  The current DP and ARRIVAL number
(example: TEXOMA 6 ) are not listed for currency purposes, these may
be found in the charts or with flight service.  The following is an example
of a route from KABQ to KVNY including the preferred DP and ARRIVAL:

Example: LARGO DP_ZUN J6 PMD_LYNXX ARRIVAL
(Largo departure from Albuquerque to the ZUN VOR then JET AIRWAY
6 to PMD and then the LYNXX ARRIVAL to Van Nuys)

AIRPORTS THAT ARE NOT LISTED
    Many airports across the country will not be listed in the preferred
routes.  However, there is still a way to develop a route without having
to refer to other sources.



    One option is to find an airport close by in the preferred list and use 
that route to the destination or departure airport.  An example is a route 
from Pine Bluff, AR (KPBF, located 20 miles northwest of KLIT) to 
Memphis, TN (KMEM).  File from KPBF to LIT VOR then use the 
routing from KLIT to KMEM.  An example for arrival is White Plains, 
NY (KHPN) to Tampa, Fl (KTPA). File from KHPN to ATL VOR then 
use the route from KATL to KTPA.  
    Another option is to use reverse routing.  You may accomplish this 
by looking up your destination airport as a departure airport.  For example 
if you are planning a flight from KSBA (Santa Barbara, CA) to KSUN 
(Sun Valley, ID) and the route is not available, then looking up KSUN 
to KSBA would be another option.  This route is available and you could 
file the route backwards.  This may not always be the preferred route, 
however, it does get a flight plan in the system. 

A final option to determine routing for airports that are not listed
would be the Arrival Fixes (AF), Departure (DF)and en-route (EF) Fixes 
located in section 4 and section 5.  If a route is still not available than 
referring to low or high altitude charts will be required.

USING DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL FIXES
Departure Fixes (DF) and Arrival Fixes (AF) are established around 

high congestion airports to route aircraft over a desired area and then 
assign a Departure Procedure or ARRIVAL to maintain control of traffic 
flow.  These fixes are usually located in the Northeast, Southeast, 
Northwest and Southwest corners of the arrival or departure area.  An 
example of an Arrival Fix going into KDFW from the Northwest would 
be Bowie VOR (UKW).  Aircraft departing the Dallas area en route to 
the Atlanta area may use the Dallas FT. Worth, TX chart and pick a DF 
east bound to an AF from the west to the Atlanta area from the Atlanta, 
GA chart. This will allow you to get a flight plan in the system and also 
establish you on a preferred Arrival or Departure Fix in that area. ATC 
may then issue you a Departure Procedure or ARRIVAL that is preferred 
over that specific fix.

 DF and AF are mainly VORs and Intersections depending on the 
airspace around the area.  The major cities containing Departure Fixes 



and Arrival Fixes are in alphabetical order in Section 4.  An Arrival Fix is 
indicated by a triangle and a Departure Fix is indicated by a circle.  Many 
ARTCCs across the country use the same fix for arrivals and departures, 
these fixes are indicated by a shaded square.  Each fix will have the 
identifier on the right side labeling the name.  A three letter fix is a VOR 
and a five letter fix is an intersection.  A legend is on every page for a 
quick reference.  

Example:

EN-ROUTE FIXES
   En-Route fixes (EF) are printed in geographical regions across the 
country.  These regions are broken into different pages to make it easier 
to read.  The fixes are a combination of VORs and intersections that 
are located on popular high and low altitude airways.  The regions are 
broken into six different pages labeled EFNE1, EFSE2, EFNC3, EFSC4, 
EFNW5 and EFSW6.  
    If planning a flight that does not have a preferred route, simply use 
the regions that you will be flying through and pick a few fixes that are 
along your planned route of flight.  
     If departing an airport that is listed as a DF and AF area in section 4,
pick a DF then file to a couple of en-route fixes (EF) and then to the 
destination.  An example is departing the Dallas area to the Denver area.  
File to ADM (DF on Dallas Ft Worth Page) to LBL (EF on EFNC-3) to 
HGO (AF on Denver Page).  All the fixes are indicated with a dot, 
and have the identifier to the right of it. As shown in the example on 
the following page.

ARR FIX  DEP FIX 
DEP/ARR FIX 



Example:

• BFF
• OVR

• EKR             • FQF
• HBU                

• HGO          
• ALS                                

VOR LIST
    A list of VORs from the contiguous 48 states are listed by Name and 
Identifier in sections 5 and 6 in alphabetical order.  These lists are for 
quick reference only and are not meant for navigation purposes.  

Section 5 lists the VORs by Name which will then provide the 
identifier, frequency and the state it is located in.

Example:

       NAME STATE ID FREQ

YAKIMA WA YKM 116.00

YANKTON SD YKN 111.40

Section 6 lists the VORs by Identifier and then provides the state and full 
name of the VOR.
Example:

ID          NAME
ABB NABB,  IN

ABI ABILENE,  TX                          

ABQ ALBUQUERQUE,  NM



Section Two

Flight Plan Form
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Section Three

Preferred Routing
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