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Introduction

“Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction,
and understanding” (Pro. 23:23).

It was an honor to be asked to write an introduction for this
booklet. I had known of Bro. Cockrell for several years before I
really met him and became acquainted with him. I was privileged
to spend almost two weeks with him in 1994, when we traveled
together to the Philippines to organize a new church there, by the
authority of the Dessie Baptist Church, Clem, WV.

During this time, I was able to observe him, his preaching, and
his life. I found him to be a man, who not only preached and penned
the truth, but even more importantly, a man who lived what he
preached. He was a man of humility, honesty, and integrity; who
loved the Lord, His Word, and His church. It can truly be said,
that by the grace of God, he spent his life for the gospel. He did it
gladly, not for filthy lucre’s sake, but desiring only that His Lord be
glorified in the spreading of the gospel truth. It was a privilege to
know this man of God. I say not these things to heap honor upon
him, for then would I be undermining the very reason for all his
labor. I say what I have said concerning this man, so that Christ
would be exalted.

The Lord was pleased to use Bro. Cockrell to promote His
glorious truths. The Lord gave him a wonderful gift, not only of
preaching the Word, but also of penning the truth. He gave him a
depth of understanding and ability to express his convictions that
has been matched by few in our day. It was not easy, for during the
period of time he lived, was a time when many were falling away
from the truth, and many new-lite (heresies) doctrines were either
being introduced, or were once again being actively promoted. The
Lord used the influence of this man, in his preaching and writings,
to shine the light on much error, and contend for the faith once
delivered. Many hated him for it, while he was beloved by many
because of it.

It is the same with this booklet. The Lord used it to battle much
of the error of our day, and to encourage folks to do what Christ had
commanded Himself: “Watch therefore: for ye know not what
hour your Lord doth come” (Matt. 24:42). In a day of Mid-Trib,
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Post-Trib, and A-Mill, positions, we praise God that He moved Bro.
Cockrell to write this in answer to these errors.

It is my prayer as I write this, that God will continue to use this
treatise to help those who are seeking the truth to find it, to help those
who may be on the verge of leaving this truth to remain steadfast
in this truth, and that those in error be brought to truth through the
scriptural evidence contained herein.

I do, in memory of this beloved Brother, whom the Lord used in
a mighty way, highly recommend this booklet, One Hundred Reasons
For The Pre-Trib Rapture. It should be on the shelf of everyone who
loves and believes the truth (Matthew 24:45-46).

Elder Mark C. Minney
June 1, 2004
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“For as the lightening cometh out of
the east, and shineth even unto the west;
so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be” (Matt. 24:27).
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Preface

The blessed hope of the return of Jesus Christ for His own has
been the expectation of believers since the days of the New Testament
churches. Christians have not always agreed on the manner, time,
and purpose of His coming. Christendom has been debating pre-
millennialism and a-millennialism since the third century. In the last
hundred years there has arisen no small stir among pre-millennialists
as to the finer points of their system of interpreting the prophecies
of the Bible. There prevail four different schools of thought among
pre-millenarians today.

PARTIAL RAPTURE THEORY

This view is held by only a few pre-millennialists. It seems to
have originated in the works of Robert Govett in the 1800’s. These
people contend that the saints will be raptured in groups during the
tribulation period as they are prepared to go. They assert the frequent
exhortations in the Bible to be faithful, to be ready, and to watch, all
suggest that translation is a reward for faithfulness. These people are
called “split-rapturists.”

MID-TRIBULATIONISM
Those who hold to mid-tribulationism are called “mid-tribers.”
These people believe that the church is translated at the middle of
the seven years before the Great Tribulation takes place. This school
of thinking is of modern origin with Norman B. Harrison as its
greatest defender. It has never been accepted by a large number of
pre-millennialists and is losing ground each year.

POST-TRIBULATIONISM

Those who contend for post-tribulationism are called “post-
tribers.” They believe the church will pass through the period of
tribulation and be translated when the tribulation ends. In its broadest
definition this is the common view of Christendom. It is held by a-
millennialists and post-millennialists. Even Catholics and modern
liberals take this position.

Post-tribers appeal at length to the writings of the church fathers
to vindicate their position. This is because they have far more history
to prove their contention than Scriptures. A second thing they do is
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to cast doubt on the great pre-trib texts. This is very evident in Ladd’s
The Blessed Hope.

Post-tribers also play down the Old Testament by what they call
“the superior hermeneuties of the New Testament.” It seems never to
occur to them that the progressive revelation of the Old Testament is
never contradictory to the New Testament. Post-tribers freely use the
non-literal interpretation of prophecy when it suits their purpose. This
is the same hermeneutics of a-millennialists and modern liberals.

There are really two basic groups within the post-trib camp. The
“classic” post-tribers hold that the entire age is the tribulation. These
bear a greater resemblance to the church fathers, yet they generally
reject the imminency of Christ’s return, while the church fathers
believed it. The “new-lite” post-tribers believe the tribulation will
occur at the end of this present age. This group is of very modern
origin, although they claim great antiquity.

Post-tribulationism in many ways harmonizes more with a-
millennialism and post-millennialism than with pre-millennialism.
This will be demonstrated in the following pages of this book.

PRE-TRIBULATIONISM

Those who hold to pre-tribulationism are called “pre-tribers.” This
view maintains that no part of the church will enter the tribulation
since it will be raptured before the tribulation begins. The majority
of all pre-millenarians hold to a pre-trib rapture of the church,
notwithstanding a resurgence of post-tribulationism at the present
time. Pre-tribulationism is the only view, which can be reconciled
successfully with a literal interpretation of prophecy.

Since the time of my spiritual birth, I have held to a pre-trib
rapture of the saints. Although I have listened attentively to the other
schools of thought, I remain more convinced than ever that the pre-trib
rapture of the church and saints is the only tenable school of thought.
I offer the following one hundred reasons for my view, not in the spirit
of controversy, but in loving defense of my position.

I make no claim for originality for these arguments. Some have
been long ago mentioned in various books. Others I have come to
see through personal study and, to my knowledge, these have never
appeared in any book. Since the arguments for pre-tribulationism
come from the Bible, I feel safe in saying that they are thousands of
years old and originated with the Holy Spirit who inspired the Holy
Bible.




