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Introduction 
 

My father, Daniel Ray Schrag, grew up on a farm three miles west of McPherson, 

Kansas. He was born on November 2, 1921, to Reinhold and Marie Schrag. At the time of 

this story he belonged to the Hopefield General Conference Mennonite Church at Mound-

ridge, Kansas.  

He was drafted during the early years of World War II and obtained conscientious 

objector status. At the time this story begins he had already served in Civilian Public Ser-

vice for six months at Weeping Water, Nebraska, from November 1942 through April 1943. 

He hoped to receive a farm deferment soon. However, that didn’t happen and he went on to 

serve for three more years at Belton, Montana, before he got his release.  

The stand that he took was not a popular one among the general population. Consci-

entious objectors were often ridiculed and sometimes worse. The townspeople of Weeping 

Water did not appreciate having C.O.’s in the area. It was partly because of this that Dad 

was glad to go to a more remote setting where he would be able to live his beliefs in peace. 

Dad unknowingly planted the first seeds for this book years ago during supper table 

conversations. We children listened as he told stories about his hikes in the mountains and 

the grizzly bears and other wildlife he saw. 

In 1970, Camp #55 held its first reunion. That was my first visit to the park, but not 

the last. Our family vacationed in the park several times after that and Dad missed only one 

of the succeeding reunions. 

One time he took us to the place where the camp used to be. He pointed out where 

the buildings had been located. We saw huge trees which had been only saplings when he 

lived there. We also hiked to Avalanche Lake and ate a picnic lunch beside it. Above Logan 

Pass we threw snowballs in July just as he had done years before. We drove the Going-to-

the-Sun Road many times. Each visit watered those early seeds. 

Later Mom suggested I write down Dad’s stories. Several years ago the idea of a 

book began to sprout. I asked Dad some questions and he wrote answers in detail. Then I 

discovered a gold mine – the letters he had written home and the letters his family had writ-

ten to him. They had nearly all been saved! The photographs he took and the leather photo 

album he made are also part of the tangible treasure linking his memories to real life. 

Although life in Camp #55 wasn’t all pleasant, Dad chose to focus on the good 

things. Those are the things he wrote home about. The difficulties he barely alluded to, or 

didn’t mention at all. What has come down to us through the intervening years is a picture 

of delight and wonder, health regained and courage restored. Such a picture invites us to go 

back in time and relive it with him. What was it that made those years so memorable? What 

impact did they have on his life?  

Dad enjoys recalling his experiences in Glacier. This book is an effort to preserve 

his memories of those years. Listen with me as he shares his story of Three Years in the 

Rockies. 

         Ann E. Schrag 

 

Note: The town of Belton has since been renamed West Glacier. 


