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I dedicate this work to all students of
God's Word.

I pray you keep your face in His Book
and your focus on His Will.

"As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens
another.”

Proverbs 27:17 {NIV}
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Introduction:

In this study, we'll see that almost all Christians
would probably take one of three commonly held

views on this much debated subject.

1. You can lose salvation.
2. You can not lose salvation.
3. I'm just not sure if you can or can not lose

salvation.

T would like to point out a fourth viewpoint that you

may not hear as often, but none the less still exists.

As I've considered this subject, I see that this
fourth position could just possibly be a dark mirror
opposite of the third position, while yet trying to
"play it safe” as if both main viewpoints could be

correct.

Here's what I mean, the folks in the third group say
they are not sure if you can or can not lose
salvation, so this fourth group takes a cynical view

and says:
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"Both sides present such an equally valid argument,
that you can not know on this side of Eternity if you

can or can not lose salvation.

The Bible says that the "secret things belong to
God" and this must be one of those things.

So live and behave like you could lose it, but believe
in your heart that God will see you through to the
end. And when you've left this life, and meet God,
only then will you know for sure if you are saved and

have eternal life."

What do you think?

Does that sound like a good position to you?

I find that it has at least two problems that stand
out to me. First, it would seem fo promote the lack
of any further serious study on the issue. Which if
you took that approach to other Bible topics, you
would find yourself eventually saying, "I don't know
about this or that, so I'll just leave it alone and God

will sort it out in His time."
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I would hope that no serious Bible student would

take such an approach.

Then the second problem is that James the brother
of the Lord has raised his hand in opposition to the

approach.

He reminds me that if you live one way, but believe
in your heart a different way than you live, that you

are double minded. James puts it this way:

"A double minded man is unstable in all his ways."

James 1:8 {KJV}

But wait! I see another Biblical writer raising his

hand in opposition as well.

It's the apostle John reminding us to read from his

first epistle chapter 5.

"T write these things to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God so that you may know that you
have Eternal life." 15" John 5:13 {NIV}
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John seems to think that we can know on this side of

Eternity what waits for us on the other side.
So what is left?

I've mentioned four possibilities or viewpoints a

person might hold regarding this subject.
Can you think of any more?

As we proceed, I pray you keep the eyes of your
heart open because I believe we will soon uncover

the final and maybe the correct Biblical viewpoint.

As we move through this study, I'd like to ask three
things of you.

eHave an open heart to God.
eHave an open Bible for you.
eHave an open mind to consider this teaching.

If T accomplish what I set out to do, by the end of
this study, no matter what position you hold, if T get
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it right, you will reconsider and possibly abandon

your current viewpoint.
By all means, do not take my word as gospel.

Check out and weigh everything I say against the
Word of God. If it lines up with the Book, talk to

God about it and follow His direction.

If I fall flat on my face and this message does not
speak to your heart, or if I have missed the mark
somewhere along the way, I accept full blame and

responsibility for the content.

But... if God speaks to us here this day, can I
encourage you now at the onset to make sure you

give all the glory to God Almighty.

And give Him praise.
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Identifying The Divide

In modern day religion, there is a valley of division

that separates Christians mainly into two groups.

On one side of the gap stand the believers who shout
out "Obey God, live right, follow the Commandments,
because if you don't, you are in danger of losing

your salvation."

And opposite them calling back from across the
divide, you can hear equally fervent believers saying
"Obey God, but rest in Him. The same God who saved
you, can keep you saved.

You can not lose your salvation."

It seems this subject has been dividing Christians
for as long as T can recall. Have you ever wrestled

with this issue?

Let's take a look at both sides of the divide and

examine them a bit closer.
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I have selected just a couple of verses per side that
I've used, or heard used to defend a certain

viewpoint.

I know that there are many other verses and
possibly better ones that could be used to support a
position, but my intfent here is just to pick up on the

differences.

Let's visit the can crowd first.

You can lose your salvation.

"It is impossible for those who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted of the heavenly gift,
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted
the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of
the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back
to repentance, because to their loss they are
crucifying the Son of God all over again and
subjecting Him to public disgrace."
Hebrews 6: 4-6 {NIV}
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