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Introduction

Slavery is a controversial topic in 2008. Before one reads
this book, one should consider the process of how one comes to a
decision of what is or is not moral. Are those weighty answers
formulated by the popular opinion of the day, or by some higher
authority? Is the popular opinion the higher authority for me, or do |
make my own decisions? The following article defines three basic
mindsets people utilize in making moral judgments. Consider which
of these forms of conceptualization you are utilizing as you read this
book.

The Modern Mind

Clearly, it is true that there is no place for slavery in the
epistemology of the “modern mind.” However, it is the modern
mind, which has become divorced from the adherence to the Law of
God or any other source of morality external to it. It is the modern
mind, which has come to see itself as the sole arbiter of right and
wrong. The fancy term for this way of thinking about things is
postmodern deconstructionism. All epistemologies®, which guide
human moral concepts and behaviors throughout history, may be
placed into one of three categories.

The first form is authoritarianism. Some believe that our
sense of morality comes from a source or sources both fixed and
external to ourselves. Examples of such authorities might be the
Bible, the Koran, the Constitution, or any other fixed external
source. The majority of churched people at one time ascribed to this

1Epistemology-the branch of philosophy that studies the nature of
knowledge, particularly the foundations, scope, and validity of knowledge.
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epistemological form, but no longer.

The second form is secular humanism. Some believe that
morality is a consensus of what those in their communities believe it
is to be. It is therefore external to the individual, but not fixed; as
the mores of a social community can and most often will, change
over time. For example, if the community in which one lives
considers abortion wrong, then the individual would perceive it to
be wrong. If the community believes it to be acceptable moral
behavior, then so does the individual. The individual may deviate
from that considered right under any of the constructs, but this is the
basis upon which the individual mind judges morality. The church
has been full of secular humanists since the sixties.

The third form is postmodern deconstructionism, or more
commonly, just deconstructionism. This has become perhaps the
most prevalent way of thinking about moral convictions and
behavior since the late 20" century in the Western world. When we
read about the modern mind, this is likely what is meant. To the
postmodernist, that which one perceives to be right for the
individual is right. Neither the community (i.e. society) nor any
fixed moral source binds the individual conscience. Nobody has the
right, in the eyes of the postmodernist, to tell that individual what to
do or how to behave. The individual does that which is right in
one’s own eyes! The morality of the postmodernist is neither fixed
nor external, but both fluid and internal.

To the post modernist that is perfectly fine. They expect
dominant mores to change in their communities over time. These
are the folks who say that today the husband has no special
authority in the home; that it is permissible to ordain women or
homosexuals in church office, and what was acceptable in the days
of the Apostle Paul may or may not be acceptable today because
that was then and this is now! They can as a group, choose what to
keep and what to reject from external fixed moral sources like the
Bible, and hence, they see slavery as immoral. To them, it does not
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matter what Paul wrote to Timothy about slavery or anything else;
they have the moral authority to reject it. For the postmodernist, it
is much simpler. Slavery seems illogical and unfair, and that is all
they need to reject it. There is no external moral authority. This
way of thinking is clearly unbiblical. In fact, it is evil. It is nothing
less than the lie that Satan told Eve in the Garden of Eden. He told
her that if she and Adam would eat of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, that they would become as gods,
knowing good and evil inherently within themselves.

This is essentially the definition of postmodernism. It is the lie
of Satan to mankind. Proverbs 16:25 says, “There is a way that
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.”

To the authoritarianist thinker who sees the Bible as the
ultimate rule of morality, the validity of the institution of slavery
can no more be denied than the validity of the institutions of
marriage and family, human government, and even the church. All
the institutions that God has ordained are regulated in Scripture, but
none can be rejected as immoral or invalid in and of themselves.
Abuses of any God-ordained institutional moral responsibility are
sin regardless of the ordained institution involved. The institutions
themselves are not evil, functioning within the Biblically prescribed
boundaries.

May those who reject the Biblical mandates with regard to
moral epistemology beware! Judgment comes, and human beings
shall not escape condemnation by the sincerity with which they
have believed error, but by our faith in Christ Jesus and His atoning
work for His people. If the secular humanist or postmodernist reject
some parts of the Holy Writ, what compels Him to believe any of
the rest of it? If they do not believe what the Bible says about
slavery, marriage, or abortion, how can they have any confidence in
anything else that the Bible teaches? Importantly, how can they
believe that Jesus Christ died for the sins of His people? | would
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contend that the “modern mind” is truly disadvantageous to spiritual
health and Godly morality.
Stick to the Bible as the rule of both faith and conduct! No one
has the right to discard certain of the words of God as irrelevant.
The Reverend Dr. Stephen R. Woods, Th.D. D.Min.

October 2006, Anno Domini

Bt

It important that we approach this study with the proper
outlook since

“...it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the

judgment.” Hebrews 9:27 (KJV) “He hath appointed a day, in
which He will judge the world in righteousness...” Acts 17:31
(KJV)

Then, we shall not be judged by the standard prototype of the
masses, or by my own paradigm, but according to God’s Holy
Word.

“In that day when God shall judge the secrets of men by

Jesus Christ according to my Gospel.” Romans 2:16 (KJV)

We shall be glad on that day that we have submitted an
authority that is fixed and eternal. Therefore I approach the subject
of antebellum slavery in the epistemological form of
authoritarianism. Gary Roper



“The South has done more than any people on
earth for the African race.”

The Right Reverend John Henry Hopkins

Bishop of the Diocese of Vermont

1863
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FOREWORD

It is common for Southerners to revel in their heritage with
great alacrity. We laud our culture, our food, our warm climate, and
our famous hospitality. When it comes to celebrating our history,
“New South” Southerners tend to be cautious. Too many
Southerners fear “offending” with the display of a Confederate
battle flag or any reminders of the Old South because their in-born
sense of good manners and civility have been preyed upon by the
unscrupulous. We cannot say too often that the victors of a war
write the history. This was certainly the case after the “Late
Unpleasantness.” Our godly ancestors, the preponderance of whom
with kindness and patience, prepared an African source of labor to
find their place in Western Civilization, and ultimately the
“American Dream,” are now castigated and reviled. Considering
non-slaveholding Southerners, our venomous pundits have declared:
“They were looking forward to the day when they could become
slaveholders themselves.” Alternatively, it has been said, “if they
weren’t slaveholders, they tolerated them, and even fought a war for
a country that depended upon that source of labor.” To these
criticisms, the author says, in essence, “So what?” “The South did
nothing wrong; a far greater temporal and eternal good was effected
as a whole for those Negro slaves and their descendants who
reached the American South. God makes no mistakes in His
providential dealings with His creation. | shall not apologize, and
here’s why!”

We have not used the term “African American.” The only
African American we have known was our former neighbor, a
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college professor from Ethiopia who came from Africa as an adult
and became a naturalized citizen. When we were children, we were
taught that it was polite to say “colored” to describe members of the
Negro race. That, now, is taboo. In the 1960s and 1970s, Afro-
American came into vogue. At this writing, it is stylish to say
“African-American.” Who knows what word will evolve next? We
are too old and set in our ways to feel at ease using them and others
have felt the same way. A great granddaughter of Robert E. Lee
said in her book, The Lee Family Cooking and Housekeeping Book:

“Words are powerful, but not all powerful. | believe
it is the perceptions behind the words that need to change.
While that is happening (and it is), new terms will continue
to be coined in the effort to change those perceptions and
will in their turn be dropped, if, and when they do not
have the desired effect. The above terms came into my life
too late for me to feel comfortable with them, so I have
used whatever feels right in context, with no intention of
disrespect” (Zimmer, 10).

The following pages are the result of fifteen years of
assiduous research. They make it plain that white Southerners need
not apologize for the charged crime of the benign slavery dominant
in the American South. Black Southerners need not feel dishonored
that their ancestors were bondsmen if they realize that the destiny of
all men and nations is in the hands of a sovereign God; he can do
with any of us according to His Sovereign pleasure. Moreover,
“...all things work together for good to them that love God, who
are the called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28 (KJV)

Please notice that the author places greater significance upon
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