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To the Hudson River—
 

“Let’s go!” 
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 I.  Revolution
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    Japhy leaping up: “I’ve been reading W
hitm

an, know what he says, Cheer up slaves, 
and horrify foreign despots, he m

eans that’s the attitude for the Bard, the Zen 
Lunacy bard of old desert paths, see the whole thing is a w

orld full of rucksack 
wanderers, Dharm

a Bum
s refusing to subscribe to the general dem

and that they 
consum

e production and therefore have to w
ork for the privilege of consum

ing, all 
that crap they didn’t really w

ant anyway such as refrigerators, TV sets, cars, at 
least new

 fancy cars, certain hair oils and deodorants and general junk you alw
ays 

find a week later in the garbage anyway, all of them
 im

prisoned in a system
 of w

ork, 
produce, consum

e, w
ork, produce, consum

e, I see a vision of a great rucksack 
revolution thousands or even m

illions of young Am
ericans wandering around with 

rucksacks, going up to m
ountains to pray, m

aking children laugh and old m
en glad, 

m
aking young girls happy and old girls happier, all of ‘em

 Zen Lunatics who go about 
writing poem

s that happen to appear in their heads for no reason and also by being 
kind and also by strange unexpected acts keep giving visions of eternal freedom

 to 
everybody and to all living creatures.” 

—
Jack Kerouac, 1958. 1 
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The m
antle of leadership has been placed upon our shoulders not by a nation nor by 

our own governm
ent of citizens but by destiny and circum

stance, by the sheer fact 
of our physical and econom

ic strength…
and by what W

ashington term
ed ‘the 

sacred fire of liberty.’ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

—
John F. Kennedy, 1954. 2  

 
W

hat we need is a transform
ed life-style which will be as different from

 our present 
wasteful, short-sighted, reckless use of the earth’s treasures as the present 
twentieth-century world is from

 the agrarian w
orld of the past.  This new life-style 

can flow from
 the efforts of science and the capabilities of technology, but its 

acceptance depends on an overriding citizen com
m

itm
ent to a higher quality of life 

for the w
orld’s children and future generations on our planet. 

—
M

argaret M
ead, 1973. 3 

 For the second tim
e in our history, we m

ust declare and win our independence—
this 

tim
e, not from

 foreign rule, but from
 foreign oil, and indeed, all fossil fuels. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

—
John Kerry, 2007. 4  

 No single enterprise, event, or idea will renew the earth.  Instead, I believe it will 
take a m

ovem
ent com

posed of dedicated citizens who can see the w
orld in a new

 
way and who will w

ork together to bring about revolutionary changes in the w
ay we 

conduct our lives. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

—
New

t Gingrich, 2007. 5 
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The Friendly V
illain 

 
M

eet Joe Sm
ith.  Joe lives w

ith his w
ife and three kids in a suburban 

Am
erican hom

e.  He and his w
ife both w

ork hard at their jobs.  They share 
responsibility for the chores.  Joe coaches tw

o soccer team
s and likes to take 

fishing trips a few
 tim

es a year.  The Sm
iths attend Church regularly.  They ow

n tw
o 

cars, one of w
hich is a hybrid.  They pay taxes and bills on tim

e.  They get along 
w

ell w
ith each other, m

ost of the tim
e.  Joe is a stereotypical Am

erican, and a 
prim

e exam
ple of the Friendly Villain. 

It is easy to declare w
ar on the British, the slaveholders, the racists, or 

even the terrorists, but far m
ore difficult to face ourselves, the Friendly Villains.  

That is w
hat w

e m
ust do, for w

e are the greatest m
oral enem

y of the m
om

ent. 

It w
as never our intention that our lifestyles w

ould kill creatures and other 
hum

an beings, but that is the reality of today.  W
e hope to serve our fam

ilies, 
friends, fellow

 hum
an beings, and our environm

ent.  But recent science and 
econom

ics show
s that w

e are failing at our intention.  In fact, our pollution, our 
econom

ic policies, and our unsustainable practices are killing people and species.  
W

e are taxing other living beings w
ithout their representation and enslaving future 

generations.  Crim
es against hum

anity and against the natural w
orld are being 

com
m

itted not by bad people but by good people—
by Friendly Villains like you and 

m
e. 
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A
 N

ew
 Gam

e 
 

As som
e friends and I take a break from

 w
alking in a sandy w

ash on a hot 
desert day, m

y friend says: “Let’s play the stone gam
e.”  “OK!” w

e all reply.  
“W

hat’s the stone gam
e?”  “W

e stand here and throw
 pebbles at that m

etal post.  
The first to hit w

ins.”  So w
e toss pebbles at the short rusty post.  I throw

 tw
enty 

or thirty rocks.  All of them
 m

iss. 
I becom

e frustrated by the gam
e.  W

hile the others focus on the post, I 
scurry off and hide, lying in the sand behind a bush, in peaceful solitude. 

W
hen the gam

e ends, I em
erge from

 the bush, laughing.  “I don’t like this 
gam

e!” 

* * * * 

OK, earth.  Gam
e over.  Let’s play a different one. 

Even today’s m
ost visionary thinkers and leaders call for change w

ithin the 
sam

e political and econom
ic system

 that w
e know

—
in w

hich the com
m

on good 
com

petes w
ith inertia and m

oney.  But that’s not how
 m

ajor change w
ill happen.  

That gam
e m

ust end. 
In the new

 gam
e, w

e w
ill decide to do w

hat is right, and then figure out 
how

. 
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A
ction! 

 The m
om

ent is ripe for brave political action.  W
e need courageous leaders w

ho 
w

ill stand up for w
hat is right above all else, and w

ho w
ill present a bold and colorful 

vision of a better w
orld.  History w

ill herald the heroes w
ho declare com

plete eternal 
freedom

 from
 fossil fuels, w

ho end extrem
e poverty around the w

orld, and w
ho enact 

sustainable practices into law
.  

Change is the m
ood of 2008.  But w

hat does change look like now
? Change 

itself has changed.  W
e are ready to change not only the rules, but the gam

es w
e play.  

W
e are ready to reinvent our system

s and the w
ays w

e live our lives.  W
e are ready to 

pursue kindness w
ith the w

holehearted m
ight of today’s hum

an pow
er. 

W
e m

ay be on the brink of a great technological and cultural revolution, one in 
w

hich w
e com

e to treat all people, all species, and all future generations in the sam
e w

ay 
w

e treat each other.  Unlike past technological and cultural revolutions, this one w
ill 

occur consciously, voluntarily, because w
e choose to do w

hat is right.  W
e already know

 
m

any of the technologies that w
ill allow

 us to live in coexistence w
ith all people, all 

species, the earth, and future generations.  W
e w

ill soon invent m
any m

ore.  In the next 
decade, w

e have the ability for the first tim
e in history to provide every hum

an being 
w

ith adequate food, w
ater, shelter, and transport, and every species w

ith the ability to 
continue to exist. 

Our descendants m
ay rem

em
ber the great m

om
ent in history, com

ing soon, 
w

hen w
e all stood up for the values that w

e share as hum
an beings—

the m
om

ent w
hen 

w
e follow

ed through on our intention to care for all people and all living creatures, even 
in the face of new

 and daunting know
ledge that required our societies to change faster 

than they have changed ever before. 
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Let us w

ait no longer! 

 
Let us launch a technological and cultural 

revolution on behalf of the values w
e 

share! 

 
Let us test the lim

its of hum
an potential 

for kindness to all living beings! 
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II.  Kindness 
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The hum

an econom
y and hum

an spirit depend on the w
ealth of the earth. 

The future of the earth depends on the stew
ardship of hum

anity. 
 

Ecological issues and hum
anitarian issues have becom

e indistinguishable. 
They now

 converge tow
ards their crux: our ability to care for all life. 

 
W

e now
 exercise pow

er over all people, all species, and all future generations. 
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A

 N
ew

 M
ap of H

um
an Pow

er  
 

 
                   

2008  Hum
ans 

Other Species 

Earth’s Resources 

Future Generations 
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Hum

an pow
er has expanded to new

 dim
ensions. 

 

The expansion of hum
an pow

er has been: 

Unintentional—
w

e did not intend to control the fates of future 
generations, the earth, and people in other parts of the w

orld 

Indirect—
our pow

er derives from
 consequences of our actions 

beyond their intended results 

Discovered—
w

e did not know
 the degree to w

hich our pow
er w

as 
expanding until it had already expanded a great deal 
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Kindness m

eans using hum
an pow

er to give and not to take.  


