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DISCLAIMER 
THE PUBLISHER OF THIS BOOK HAS MADE EVERY EFFORT TO BE AS ACCURATE 
AND COMPLETE AS POSSIBLE IN THE CREATION OF THE CONTENT IN THIS 
BOOK. HOWEVER, HE DOES NOT WARRANT OR REPRESENT AT ANY TIME THAT 
THE CONTENTS WITHIN ARE ACCURATE DUE TO THE RAPIDLY CHANGING 
NATURE OF FIREARM LAWS AND LEGISLATION. 

THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHOR WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 
LOSSES OR DAMAGES OF ANY KIND INCURRED BY THE READER WHETHER 
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY ARISING FROM THE USE OF THE INFORMATION 
FOUND IN THIS OR ANY SUBSEQUENT WORK. THIS BOOK IS NOT INTENDED TO 
USE AS A SOURCE OF LEGAL, BUSINESS, OR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES. ALL 
READERS ARE ADVISED TO SEEK SERVICES OF COMPETENT PROFESSIONALS 
IN THE LEGAL FIELD FOR ANY ADVICE NEEDED.  
 ABSOLUTLY NO GUARANTEES OF COMPLTETENESS AND ACCURACY ARE 
MADE. THE READER ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR USE OF 
INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN. THE AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER RESERVE 
THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES WITHOUT NOTICE. THE PUBLISHER ASSUMES 
NO RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY WHATSOEVER ON THE BEHALF OF THE 
READER OF THIS BOOK. 
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Introduction 
The Bureau of Alcohol and Tobacco reports that last year over 1,600,000 handguns 

were manufactured in the United States, and it is estimated that the amount of concealed 
firearm permits currently active in the U.S is nearing four million. The state of Utah alone 
has over 170,000 active permits and issued nearly 10% of those permits (15,389) in the 
first quarter of 2009. 

Firearm laws in the United States vary from state to state so drastically, that what 
you might get a high five from a sheriff for doing in Wyoming, will get you 20 years in a 
Federal prison for doing in Illinois.  

With so many people carrying concealed firearms throughout the United States, 
and with such devastating consequences accompanying firearm violations, you would 
assume that it would be easy to find some sort of reference guide to help the average law 
abiding citizen avoid drastic punishments for inadvertent mistakes. You may think that, 
but you’d be wrong, until now.  

This book was written and designed for the sole purpose of providing a quick 
reference guide to the average traveler who would like to defend him or herself while 
traveling through this great nation. We have compiled the most essential of information 
from all fifty states and the District of Columbia, and have organized them in the most 
user friendly and effective format as possible. You will find each state has it’s own page 
which contains the following information:  

 
• Ratings: We have rated the state’s friendliness towards concealed carry based on 

our personal experiences, statutes, cases, prohibited areas, and attorney general 
opinions. The scale goes from 1-5 bullets, with five being the most friendly. Some 
states have been rated with a headstone, no explanation necessary. 

• Prohibited areas: Places where you cannot carry your concealed firearm even if 
your permit is recognized by the state you are in.  

• Reciprocity: If your permit is recognized by the state in question.  
• Self-defense: The state self-defense laws. 
• Special notes: Any special notes that we feel you should be aware of. 

 
This book is not intended to offer you legal advice or to be an all-inclusive doctrine 

for individual state laws. Such an endeavor would be far more complicated and would 
cost a lot more than what you paid for this guide. This book was written and compiled by 
experienced attorneys and firearm instructors who have taught thousands of students 
concealed firearm permit courses throughout the United States, and who possess various 
formal certifications. Still, we make no guarantees to the perfection of this work and 
encourage you to do any additional research that you feel might be necessary to ensure 
that you are in complete compliance with city, county, state, and federal laws. At the end 
of this book you will find the contact information for all of the Attorney general’s offices in 
the United States, please contact the appropriate entity with any questions or concerns. 

 Finally, we thank you for being a responsible citizen, one who refuses to be a 
victim who simply bows to the will of the unjust and the evil. It has been said, and we 
concur, “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil, is that good men do nothing”.  
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