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Dedication

Th is book is dedicated to the principle of retirement sup-
port, and to the family of people with whom I share common 
ground in generational life development: Th e Baby Boomer 
Generation.

It is especially dedicated to those who take later-life seri-
ously enough to pursue their own life course and, in so doing, 
bypass narrow retirement mediocrity so prevalent within our 
culture. I applaud your foresight and enthusiasm! 
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About the Author

I dislike writing about myself. But I more dislike writing about 
myself in the traditional manner of third person; i.e., “John is a 
personal retirement consultant who…,” etc. Others have sug-
gested having another write about me, the author. 

It seems if another describes the author, the heart of the 
author isn’t really being presented. Th e whole approach seems 
cock-eyed, a little disingenuous. If the author describes self, 
it can appear self-crowing. Please allow me, therefore, to tell 
you about ‘me’ to the degree it refl ects on this book and your 
relationship to me through it. 

Real Credentials:
Th e simplest yet comprehensive bio I can provide merges a 

mix, from antiquity, of multiple and diverse university studies 
coupled with nearly fi fty years of life experience largely within 
the corporate structure of business management, the church, 
and family life. Does all this ‘qualify’ me to expound on sen-
sitive life issues, such as how to live later-life, and to provide 
advice that can genuinely help others along those lines? You’ll 
have to be the judge. Tell me—which doctor or attorney is 
more qualifi ed—the new graduate, or that same person with 
fi fty years accumulated life experience? 

I know a lot about little, but a little about a lot. Th at’s my 
qualifi er. Let me speak to the heart of the boomer, not from an 
academic litany of Ph.D. credentials, but from a heart of expe-
rience, keen observation, and considerable systematic thought 
and study, whose results have been proven to work in the lives 
of others. 

For years I’ve sensed there is merit in combining genuine 
life experience with self-originating areas of expanded inter-
est: gerontology, philosophy, psychology, religion, science and 
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sociology. It’s that blend of interest and decades of corporate/
public life that together qualify me to talk about both the 
generation of which I’m part—Th e Boomer Generation—and 
those who live within it, my boomer contemporaries. 

Maybe Credentials:
Certifi cation as a professional retirement consultant; owner 

of my own publishing business; decades of heavy participation 
in corporate management; raising a family; being a believer 
that truth is more important than political correctness; pos-
sessing die-hard passion to write, to communicate; having had 
works published in Country and Pennsylvania Magazine; pos-
sessing many unpublished works people tell me I should ‘have 
published’. Maybe most of all, considerable encouragement to 
write and publish Retirement’s Missing Link—the book you are 
holding:

“Write the book, John, and get it published! We know 
you have something to say and there’s an entire boomer 
culture needing to hear it!”

So…, on that encouraging admonition from only a handful 
of people I highly respect, so I publish. May it be an enjoyable, 
edifying read for you. 

About the Author
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Foreword

We’ve all seen them. Financial fi rms are spending millions 
these days on commercials targeting the “Baby Boomer gen-
eration” as they prepare for retirement. Whether it’s a com-
mercial or a slogan about ‘knowing your (retirement) num-
ber’, ‘retiring on your terms’ or ‘staying on a green line’, they 
all have one thing in common; a focus on your dollars and 
how to not only preserve them but help them grow so they 
might last so you can live fi nancially comfortable in retire-
ment. 

Being a Certifi ed Financial Planner (CFP®), I can honest-
ly tell you management of the boomer’s life savings has been, 
and will remain the key focus of the fi nancial planning com-
munity. Planners and their clients often talk through their 
picture of retirement, discuss their goals, objectives, and risk 
tolerance. Using any of the various fi nancial planning com-
puter software available, the planner runs through probabil-
ity calculations to determine the likelihood the client will 
meet their goals and if their money might last as long as they 
live. Planners build a fi nancial plan with the client, and then 
through regular reviews work to help clients stay on the right 
path. Your fi nancial house, however, is really just half your 
retirement story.

At any bookstore or Amazon, you’ll fi nd hundreds of 
books on fi nances, investing, fi nancial planning, and re-
tirement planning with a focus on leisure. Try to fi nd a 
book that can help the individual establish genuine self ex-
amination to get them truly thinking about whether they 
are truly emotionally ready—that kind of information is 
hard to fi nd. 

Th at’s why I endorse, and plan to present to my clients, the 
book you are about to read because it provides counsel on the 
equally important emotional side of the retirement story.
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